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State of land degradatlon

The loss of land’s functionality reduces its productive
use, environmental benefits and capacity to provide
social goods. The process of degradation is a gradual
one which can occur in different ways. Natural
processes such as salinization and erosion alongside
human activities give rise to degradation. The main
land-use of the Indus Ecoregion is agriculture and
forestry. Table 1 represents the province wise land use
pattern.

The River Indus is the life line of Pakistan. An example
of this is that the survival of the Sindh Province is solely
dependent on water from the River Indus due to the
scarcity of good quality groundwater. Sindh is situated
in an arid to hyper-arid region. Its annual precipitation
rate 100 to 200 mm is far less than the annual evapora-
tion and transpiration loss (the evaporation rate is
between 1,000 to 2,000 mm). Sindh has entered into a
phase of water msecurlty (Table 2) AII p055|ble mea-
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Table 1: Province wise land use (1997 - 98)
(Adapted from draft South Asia Water Vision 2025,Country Report, Pakistan)

Province Geographical Cultivated Net Area

Area Area Sown
Punjab 20.63 12.34 1.1
Sindh 14.09 5.58 3.04
NWEFP 10.17 1.91 1.57
Balochistan 34.72 2.11 0.97
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Salinity is a critical issue in the country. In the coastal
regions especially the Indus Delta, vegetation in areas
close to sea level, watercourses and wetlands are most
at risk from rising groundwater tables. About 10 tons
per year of salt is brought in by the Indus in Sindh.
Another issue related to land degradation is the deple-
tion of soil fertility and organic matter. In order to halt
the decline in soil organic matter, the use of organic
sources of plant and animal origin must be popularized.

Threats and Challenges

The following have been listed as some of the threats

and issues of concern by the Government of Pakistan.

] Poor Irrigation and Drainage Practices: approxi-
mately 11 million ha of arable land is lost to water
logging, while over 3 million ha are affected by
salinity and sodicity.

[l Deforestation: 5.2 % (4.2m ha) of Pakistan’s total
area under forests is threatened by illegal and
excessive chopping of trees. Pakistan is losing
forests at a 3 times the rate of other South Asian
countries. About 3.1 % of forest cover is being lost
every year and woody biomass is disappearing at
an annual rate of 5 %.

_l Over-grazing: unchecked livestock rearing has
exceeded the carrying capacity of rangelands and
reduced their productivity. An estimated 48.3% of
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rangelands are completely eroded. Many other
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